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country wiiirh is today an*

I must for month:- continue to hi
I of constant interest to ;ili the

world i> that sect on of tin
fair Italian southern country

and that island of historic memories

Sicily, which wore involved in the Titani<

.m«p of the earthquake of Decerned
'_'T and "s.
Americans are disposed to look on thi"

land as of slight rnportance and notoc

mostly for poverty and its crop of emigrantsto this more favored land of th«
vest; vet Calabria, in the toe of the ltal.npeninsula, and Sicily have figured
largely on the pa yes of European history
Poetry and prose literature have rung
v. ith their praises.
Perhaps no sertion of the earth combinesferti! tv with beauty more divinely

than this poor, scourged country of classic
legend, medieval romance and hauehtj
nobles grouped around with their thousandsof impoverished but usually beautifulpeasants. The town of Messina in
the middle ages was one of the prizes ol
r.urope. ana many Dames were iou^ni r>\

dukes, kings and even emperors to obtain
possession of it. It is the chief backgroundof Shakespeare's famous comedy
"Much Ado About Nothing " and to tli*
student of history and especially of literatureMessina is-a name to conjure up a
thousand memories sublime and rare.
The crunch, crunch of the earthquake
oppled practically every building in tlic
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th" world a' large as AJendelssohn.and s

date but a few weeks later, or March 1
to be exact, marks the one hundredth anniversaryof the birth of Frederic Chopin
Iioth of these composers have by theh
work made deep impress upon the nistorj
of music, but the achievements of Men
delssohn perhaps stand out as the more

pretentious and the present centennia
will serve to not only draw popular at

tention to the composer of the "Sprini
Song" and other masterpieces, but wil
also emphasize his unusual personality
and remarkable career.

*
* *

At *Ie very outset of this glimpse o'

Mendelssohn's life It may bo well to ex

plain his acuuisit.on of the name Itae

thv.uy an append-x wh'ch has been re

spxn.-ible for many perplexing mistakes
,' e ii.ir; of music lovers and others

i't sr».. ;;rifat ii'-r of ' - > .\h>s-"
f. \\ is tii vrt eafesi .lev. si

i ;! ..] thinker li s ioii a 1 !

A ::ilinin. 1. tiier "1 il:- composer
I Mit sty >,1. I is-f'i .IS ;

1 k- .'. '!'! lat'i-! married AI s> Solo
...

< \ t ot ally tin** amateur tuns.

«.« and :: \\u. through her influent
at i fair.-A drifted away from lis

J* wish fa . Her brother, a man >>

tml wMilk and InflucmJft, bad bfcvnn
rontwtwi to the Christian church aw
1 .. ! taken tie- ratio* of liartholdy. !! it:

>1 a s tirrithv:f<» follow Irs
: tuple. and aecoriIi>t.-l> al the i l.l.tin n

i ! ! :ig i't Iin. it i i !..i pi z< .1 iii ti,i
l.'ii. -r t" iliurih and adopted the nana
i'.artiiold -*

'I i.e famous compose:" v. as horn jt
Ihtinh'trK. hut a couple of y»ais !a*«-r l.ti
l-areii s rem'-veil to Her! n l-':-ni fin
lin.i- the el; M was old enough tn com

I r<*h» nd itnvthi:iK tlmiit tna-r 1 s rri"t:
>

'

o. a a v . -«J was vcr;
:.! mm. . ] - i s i -l it i> *ri

-
- ;i i .Hi a:*t- u \ s of onl;

' ntf 'it' s a day. " i" real wa
" i is. . ar v vi-utl

J 11 s iii e oti « r : Inn were n

s .toted hot, iu pa ..forte and violin
titiii I'm inunftst"! o wis n develop
no the great compose: of his day mad
his first pui lie uppeu: a nee in Ilerlh
when only tii tie years or age. Whei
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com. rv involved, and red-tonsued fire
5 swept the piles of debris, lick ng up all

I combustible material in the ruins# and
ending the lives of tens of thousands of
man-led. imprisoned unfortunates caught

t within the Intricacies of the devastated
buildings. On the seacoast t dal waves,

I variously estimated from thirty to sixty
feet in height, plunged up on the shelving
sea beaches and washed miles Inland.

\ wiping out all vestige in many cases of
the country ever having been inhabited by
the courageous an.mal, man.

*
* *

J But it is of Messina, Reggio di Calabria,
as being the metropolis of that devoted
province; Catania, Catanzaro. Taormina
and Palermo that most should be related.

' Even if Italian indrmitability reconstruct
in a score of years some pretense of
cities on these h storic sites, the towns
of medieval times haloed about with mystery,poetry and romance have gone down
forever like veritable structures of mist
under the mighty shaking nature iniflirted.
Legend sets forth that ill-fat^d Messina

was founded by pirates in the eighth cen;tury before the Christian era, or just a
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little Felix was barely eleven years ot
l age he en ered the Berlin Academy, and
. almost from that very day lie made at,tempts at musical composition. Ere he
had reached h s twelfth birthday anni
versary he had composed no less than
fifty complete movements. Including a

( cantata and a comedy in three scenes.

; *

: * *

» When Mendelssohn was but seventeen
. years of age he composed the famous

t overture to the "Midsummer Night's
. Dream," wh'eli the critics of a'l tim"

> have been unanimous in pronouncing the

t most remarkable example of musical precocityin t lie history of tlie world. A
. year later the boy's first opera was producedat the Grand Opera House in Ber'tin and met with pronounced success.
r When little past twenty years of age
r Mendelssohn was offered the- chair of
mus e at the Berlin University, but de,clincd, and about this time undertook a
concert tour of England, where he was

' hailed as one of the great composers
- and pianists ot the day. This expe;rience was followed by concert tours o!
, Scotland, Aus ria, Italy, Switzerland and

France.
'' When the composer was t wenty-four

year of age he accepted an offer of the
post; on of conductor of he Lower Khine
niusi. festival, and so favorable was t; <

impression made by the young musician
f that ho was immediately appointed town
- tnus!' a! d rector of Dussc-hlorf, a* the
. impressive salary of Sd.Vo a year, which
seems to have bee 1 quite acceptable to
h m This post served as a s opping
stone to that of conductor of the famous

. tiewandhus Orchestra in l.eipz g. He
s made th's organization the foremost or,--lies'ra n Europe, and the people of
a Leipzig became more than enthusiastic

over Menueissoiin and h s work.
I 4:

* *

i:. !.» yea: 1ST.7. when Mendelssohn
t> was- twenty-eight years of age. he was

i nmrrh-d :o Ce ile <'ha:'otte Sophie Jeans'tvnaiicl a very beautiful grl, the daugh1te id" a French Protestant clergyman
'i'iie domestic life 'of the couple was ideal,

composer manifest ng in h's !:njn(
few of those eccentricities wh ch have

" made so many a al genius a trylns
)

life partner. Nor was his home life by
R any means care free, for in time liv<
» children joined the household, and tin
- health of Mendelssohn's wife was not alwaysof the best. It is recorded thai

tie t lmposer not only Instructed his chilfdren n mus: \ hut also taught there
s m.(.; "undamen'al branches is leading
it spelling and eography.

When lie h.ad been married about foui
i. years the emperor nvited Mendelssohn
p to Herlln to conduct the orchestral and
e choral concerts. Tha* professional jealaousy which i« ever the bane of the musincal world made tins portion of his careei
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few years before Romulus is alleged to
have started digging a trench where the
imperial city of Rome now stands. So
Rome and.Messina were founded about
the same period.Messina by pirates and
Rome by a band of highwaymen and robbers.
Since it was founded Messina has passed

through an unparalleled career, during
Which the town has been devastated by
conflagrations, the plague. wars and frequentsmall earthquakes, which occasionallyamounted to considerable damage.
Rut the last far exceeded the damage
wrought by all previous disasters combined.
In 1783 Messina was given a terrible

earthquake shock, which destroyed many
of her public buildings, but the city so> n
reared new structures. One of the fewworld-famousbuildings that disappeared
in the total destruction in December was
the cathedral, which was a noble structurefounded by Count Rcger of Messina,
one of the heroic figures of Sicilian history.away hack in lO.tS, or just after
Wiiliam the Norman conquered England
at the battle of Hastings.
The cathedral, or Lot Matrice. retained

the general style of Gothic architecture,
but only the portals of the facades were

» ' 1 Ha t-. 1. I- -vl U
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a path of thorns and ho finally announcedhis intention to res gn There,upon the emperor, who was very fond
of hinu, inducfcjJ him to rer i!n a:.«
ganize a choir at the cathedral. This
he d d so successfully that the monarch
appo n'ed him royal general musical d

1re-tor. A year later he organized the
l e i zig conservatory, and in 1X44 re conductedthe London Philharmonic concert---Two years* la er he made his
ninth and last visit to England, where
t e had attained, -If anything, greater
popularity than in Oermanv, and eon'uuc:ed "at B'rmimrham the first performanceof "The Elijah." which composi't'on ranks with "St. Paul" as ills greatest

!- work.
When Mendelssohn returned to Le'pzig

from thlf^ English tour the effect of the
culmination of years of overwork began
to make itself distressingly manifest and
!e whs obliged to res'gn his conductoish'pof the orches.ra and Irs position at
the conservatory. Then came the shock

.
of the news of the death of Mendelssohn'sfavorite and very talented sister,
Eanny llensel, and tills blow. 4 oin ng but
a * few years after -he death of his
mother, of whom lie was very fond,
seemed crushing in effect and he composerwent into a rapid decline, his
dectii occurring November 1. 1X47. at

; the eompa ativt ly early age of thirtvreight years.
*

* *

The career of Mendelssohn was almost
. unique in that he d d not have to suffer

the privations and hardships which seem

to have been the lot of almost every
t musical genius n eariv youth. The son

, of wealthy and indukent parents. h.<

never 1 faced poverty or serious self-denial.atid It is ii4>t unlikely, as hits ireIquentiy been suggested, that this happy
childhood was largely responsible for the

- marvelous creative power wh ah the cotnrposer displaced in his earliest musical
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century in the awakening dawn of modernEuropean history. These portals to
thefacade showed marvel, us carvings in

solid stone, relics of dead and gone architecturenever to be restored now, and
worth untold wealth to the student and
lover of art. La Matrice also contained a
sculptured marble pulpit that was historicand a statue of St. Jerome by Gugini.Mosaics dating back to within 100
years of the founding of the edifice have
perished forever now.
With a sickle-shaped harbor, Messina

ranked fourth among the cities of Italy
in commercial importance. The views
across the Messina straits were magnificent,and fortunately the views at iea.st
remain, although now terror-inspiring in
their aspect. i
The building of most interest to touristsin Messina was the Villa Rocca CJueL

Ionia, built by the Normans, who controlledMessina and Sicily at the time l
R chard the l.ion Hearted. King of England.sailed for his first crusade against
the Turks and failed to release Jerusalem,
the Holy city, from infidel dominion,
There was also a. creditable museum in <

the convent of St. Gregory, which had
fine paintings, statuary and some rare
ihajoliea vases.
As a business town Messina was the
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wo! k. Incidentally, it may be mentioned 1

that in early youth Mendelssohn man!* '

ftsted I'terary talent only slightly less ;

remarkable than his musical ability. 1

When scarcely a dozen years of ajfe lie
wrote lotto s 1 at would have done credit
to a you.' man of . w ce his years, and
his unusual attainments In this d reetlon
ortt !'! » i * V ot tVmrt !-»%* t 1m
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Tac" that he greatly in.crested the I'uet
Goethe. who became one of li s closest
friends. Goethe always declared that
Mendelssohn's performances were infinitelysuperior to those of Mozart at the
same age.
Not only could Mendelssohn work or

idie us fancy dictated, bu. he had in his
own home the futilities tlia: invariably
prove a boon to struggling musical genius.The best musical instruments of
the per oil were of course, provided, and
the d'ning room of the Hariholdy mansionwas admirably adapted for use as a
concert hall. Indeed, a concert was held
.here regularly each week, and young
Felix's compositions were thus played be- ;fore sympathetic audiences as rapidly as
they were completed. As the young composerprogressed Iris father cons dereil
the advisability of having hiin round out
his musical educat'on in Par s, but after
v siting the French capital decided that
the Teuton atmosphere was best.

* <
:|c

Mendelssohn, although during much of
ii r> ii it* v\«.> ,n iii^« must rOUUtil

health, was very fond pf travel. He especiallyenjoyed Italy, but England alwaysbeld the firs, place in his affections.
For while he pronounced London "a
sinoky nest." he confessed that i: was
ever his "favorite res.denee." Perhaps
this llkina was partly due to the enthu-
siastlc aeelaim with whi'-lt Mendelssohn :

wa? always greeted in thp tic-lit little
isle. The appreciation of Mendelssohn In
England, which speedily grew to virtual
idolatry, was the mote marked because 1
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most Important city of Sicily, and. in
fact, in tlio south of the kingdom of
rt.ily. it did an annual export and import
business of about S20.000.000. It traded
principally in fruits and in fruit flavoringsand essences, in coral ornaments,
dlks wines, oils muslin, linen and hard-
ware.the last three articles clearly beingbrought in to supply the demand of
the Island population.
Messina had a fair university and a

well equipped technical school, ar.d was
the center of success In southern Italy
and Sicily. Its destruction cannot be
reckoned but as a deathblow to prosperityin all that portion of the kingdom.It had a population of 150,000.

*
*

The once thriving city of Reggio dl
Palabria was almost directly opposite to

Messina across the quake-tortured Straits
of Messina. It is said to have been
founded a couple of centuries later than
Messina, but, as a matter of fact, all
these dates are purely Imaginary.not
authentic nor historic. Its very name
means "to break." and refers to an origin
through an earthquake.that is. Reggio,
now a seaport, was said to have been
founded as an inland city, but awoke one

line day to discover that an earthquake
had opened the earth and created the
Straits of Messina and made Reggio into
a seaport. Reggio was the chief town of
Palabria Ulterior. It was noted for a

superb cathedral about a century old, a
famous statue of Garibaldi, a museum, a

lyoeum for girls and a technical school.
In Sicily, Palermo is the largest city.
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contrasted with the skeptical coldness of
he audiences of Berlin. And in turn
we find that some measure of Mendelssohn's:n>tantaneous success in the Britshmetropolis was due to the fact that,
liouf. h a mnsiiran. lie was a "gentleiian,"the definition of which in this case
ivas that being a roan of means he did
lot demand pay for his playing or <-oniucting.which circumstance placed him
n tlie eyes of the thrifty Britishers on a
nimacle far a'nove those less fortunate
-nusiciaos who must derive livelihood
from their art.
From the above reference to the apathy
>f Brrl n. It may be suspected that Menielssohn,despite the almost uninterruptedsuccess and Ills freedom from care
i lien l money matters did not pass
through ids comparatively brief career
without some heartburnings. Aside from
the lethargy of Berl n there was the circumstancethat Mendelssohn was never
is successful as ho desired In operatic
composition, and some of the criticisms
whi h assailed h's operas s'unu h m to
he quick. No mention of Mendelssohn's
I'fe in Encland would be at all adequate
without reference t<j his friendship for

FIVE MINUTES W
A Novel Bath.

MATOIi REYBI.RN* of Philadelphia at
a reefnt civic banquet praised the

city's water supply.
"I remember." he said, "we all remember.the time when the mildest storm

would make our water unfit to bathe in,
let alone to drink."
"The only man in those days who eould

ever find a good word to say for our
water," he resumed, 'was Peter Burness,

»i. v r*mirt nf nuartftr rps-
Lilt" UjlliilUCi Miw

sions.
" 'Actually,' I said to Peter one morning

lfter a storm. "I couldn't take a bath tolayon account of the muudy water. It
was like brown paste.'
" 'Oh, I took a good long bath." said

Peter. 'When the Schuylkill water is
like that it Is the best fluid in the world
to bath? iu. So medicinal, you know.
Better than Homhurg or Marienbad or

any «f those places.'
" 'But it's so muddy,' said I.
" "That's just the point.' said Peter. "It's

medicinal mud, full of all soits of phosphatesand things. Tonight when you^ethorn- "ill your bath, jump in and
splash about: 'out afterward don't use any
tOWels.'
" *Xo towels?' 1 objected.
" 'There's a much better way than

towels,' said Peter. 'Stand before the
V
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ITALIAN COUNTIES AND
A KINGDOM, WHERE QUA!
HAVE WROUGHT THE GRE
OF MODERN HISTORY.THI
LAGES AND WHOLE SECTIO
TUALLY WIPED OUT.

with a population of nearly 350.000. and
it belongs almost in the class of the
world's largest cities and Is certainly of
second rank as regards population. It
was not much Injured, although the earth
shocks were distinctly felt. It is 120
miles west of Messina. It contains many
art objects of great value, and is noted
for a university which numbers about
1.100 students. The city possesses a great
cathedral, surrounded by sixteen giganIIcholy statues, and a Norman structure,
milt in 114.x. with five imposing domes,

called the San Giovanni l>egli Eremetl.
which Is one of the unbjue specimens
of architecture in the world, as it shows
the effect of the crusades on the stern
Gothic structures of the true Norman
style and period.

i1:

* :Jc

Girgenti is about eighty-four miles
southeast of Palermo. It is noted for
its fine cathedral, which was constructed
in A. D. 1400. anil we had a consulate
here because the town had a population
of over 25,000. The cathedral contained
a celebrated Madonna by Guldo Reni and
a famous marble toinb. with relief, illustratingthe legend of Hyppolytus. There
were several royal educational institutionsand a municipal museum that containeda marvelous statue of Apollo. It
exported 3.000,000*quintals of sulphur annually.and had, as well, important salt
mines.
Monteleone dl Calabria was a small

town in Catanzaro. situated about two
miles from the coast, and was built on
a hill where in times of ancient Greece
there was situated the city of Hipponium.It was a garrison town and the
see of a bishopric. It also disappeared in
17S3, when so many other southern Italiancities were destroyed by earthquake,
but was rebuilt for military purposes by
the Neapolitan government.
Catanzaro was the capital of the provinceof that name and had a tine cathedral.a big hospital and a population of

25,000, mostly very poor and very ignorant.Palmi was in Calabria, twentyonemllc-s northeast of Regglo. the capital,
and is n^ar Mount Elia. from which a
oitruifK vlon; nf tbp qnrrr.nnrlinfr tprritrtrv
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Jenny Lnti. The famous songstress fulfilledh's ideal of an artist, and It was
for her that lie wrote his greatest choral
work, "Elijah."

* *

It Is a sad commentary on Mendelsohn'scareer in Great Britain that the
very triumph he achieved was indirectly
h's undoing. He became the "lion" of
the hour and was feted far beyond the
capacity of a frail physique, already
weakened by overwork The sequel of
this high-tension social life was that he
became a victim of nervous exhaust on
as i.is father had been before him. and (

also his beloved sister. In the end he
was afflicted with headaches so severe
that he could not tolerate the slightest
noise.not even, as though an irony of
fate, the sound of a p'ano.
When "he composer of "Songs WithoutWords" died his body was taken from

I f * ll.!l r ... 1 at.
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ITH PROMINENT
(Copyright, lf09. by Estelle Klaudcr. I

radiator and let the water dry on your
body. Then brush it off with a whisk
broom.* "

Only an Excuse.
ffyHfcl late (,'iaus Spreekeis," said a

^ San Franciscan, "had one weaknessof which he was a littl* ashamed.
He could not resist the appeal of a beggar.Yet he knew that the c harity so-

cieties are right, and that most beggars
are impostors. i
" 'Have the moral courage of your convictions.'I said one day. as I saw him

give a beggar a quarter. 'Send these
fellows to the charity specialists for investigation.'
" "Moral courage 1' Mr. Spreekels inur- 1

mured. 'That Is wnat we can on w nen

we contemplate a mean action.' <

"A school teacher once told her class
that the couragj which makes us do what
we think right, regardless of the sneers
of others, was moral courage, the b.-si <

kind I
'* 'Then, if a boy has a box or" candy, 1

like me yesterday." said a lad. 'and if ha ;

eats it all himself, without giving any to
people that have no right to it. no matter
how much they call him mean and stingy
.that there's moral courage, ain't it.
teacher?" j
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SICILY. THE ISLAND
IE. FIRE AND FLOOD
ATEST CATASTROPHE
? PTTTFP TrtTirVO \TTT
L. C111DO, 1UW1V O. VIL"

iNS WHICH WERE VIRcan

b»> obtained. It had a population approximating14.»*V». Piazo had & populationof \OrtO and lav five miles to the
north and ea»t of Monteleone, on the
Gulf of Santa Eufenla. Ragnara. one of
the smaller cities mentioned as being
practically wiped off the map. was on the
roast of the Gulf of Gloja and had 6.<M>
people.

*
* *

Catania was built on one of the furthest
roots of Mount Etna, and was an ancient
city mentioned frequently by Thucydides.
Llvy. Pausanlas, Pindar and Plutarch.
In Ocero's writings lie says, speaking of
the war in Sici'y: "You will be told of
the fields of tne Catanlans.a most
wealthy people and friendly to us (Romans)."Thus Clecro relates to us that
in his time Catania was an important
city of the old world, and lis population
considered a wealthy agricultural community.
But If the cities, towns and provinces

involved in the mighty eirth throes in
December were historic, no les* so were
the waters of this country famous in
Grecian and Roman prose and poetry.
Seylla and Charybdis. the names of the
two rocky promontories that fared each
other acrocs the S raits of Messina before
the last earth convulsion changed the
map of that region, were sung by Horner
ar.d a'l his followers and imitators who
were legion in number and Greek. Roman*.English and French in nationality.
Ulysses had his adventure with the cyclopsbetween Messina and Catan'.a, in
Sicily.
In fact, away ahead of the Normans

and the medieval legends connected with
this region there lies the period of prehistoricGre 'k verse, 1< st in the mazes
of tiie earliest dawn of man as an intelligentbeing Back bffore the days of
blind Dan Homer, buck among the very
gods of the Greeks wh n the Golden
Age was here and the gods walked with
one anotiier on the earth and made love
to the daughters of men, Calabria and
Sicily were ;he favored regi. ns of all the
world, a glory preserved eternally by the
genius of poet and historian.
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funeral was most impressive. It took
place at irght and thousands of the citizensparticipated in a torchlight processionfrom the composer's home to the
railroad station. At each town or villagethrough which the funeral train
passed the cortege was greeted by choraieschanted bv choruses of adm ring
musicians. Many stories are told of
Mendelssohn, illustrative of his distinctivepersonality. Not a few of them are
based on the treks of his marvelous
memory. It is related that on one occasion.when the score of the "M.dsummcr
Night's Dream" overture was lost the
composer, without hesitancy, prepared
another, which corresponded with the
original n the minu est detail. He knew
the classics by heart. This remarkablememory rendtted possible that skill
in improvising '11 which Mendelssohn excelled.This German composer stands
apart from many great musicians n that
he won popularity and iiopiacc during his
lifetime, and this prestiae hus, if anything,been enhanced since his-death.

STORY TELLERS
A Roval Connoisseur,

JAMES B. LArGHLIX, a wealthy collectorof Pittsburg, recently discovered
a hoax in his gallerj, and compelled a

dealer to refund the $9,300 that had been
paid for a SIW work of art.
Mr. Eaughlin. as tills episode shows, is

a conncdsseur of no mean ability. At a

recent dinner he pointed out very bril'iantlythe limitations and the shallownessof 'court painters."
"A movement was on foot for the allianceof King Charles of Wurttemberg

and the Grand Duchess Olga of Russia.
An emissary of the Russian court came

Lo the young king, laid certain proposals
before him, and submitted a portrait in
ails of the royal lady.
"King Charles, after a close scrutiny,

said:
" 'This portrait flatters overmuch. The

?yes arc too large ami briillar.t. the hair
too abundant, the complexion too flowerlike,and the neck and arms loo beautiful
a together.'
" 'But, your majesty." said the astonishedRussian, 'you do not know the

grand duchess.'
" 'No.' said the king, 'but I know court

oainters." "
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